
FRIENDS Minutes – December 21, 2022 
   The FRIENDS Board of Directors met Wednesday, 
December 21, 2022 at U of A Cossatot at 12:00 Noon 
with the following directors present: Mike Branson, 
Jimmy Bristow, Steve Cole, Angie Walker, and Jay 
Bunyard. Guests present included: Mayor Jeff Brown, 
Executive Director Tiffany Maurer, Sandra Dunn, and 
Dana Poindexter of the AEDC.  
    On a motion by Steve Cole, seconded by Jimmy 
Bristow, the minutes from the August 17, 2022 meeting 
were approved. On a motion by Steve Cole, seconded by 
Mike Branson, the minutes from the September 21, 
2022 meeting were approved.  
   Discussion was conducted about a possible 2020 
census recount. Tiffany Maurer reported that the first 
opportunity to recount could not occur until 2023. Mike 
Branson estimated the cost of the recount to be in excess 
of $30,000. No action was taken by the board. 
   On a motion by Steve Cole, seconded by Jay Bunyard, 
the 2023 FRIENDS operating budget of $105,467.20 was 
approved with the agreement that the budget could be 
amended pending Chamber of Commerce actions. The 
budget included a 2% salary increase for the Director’s 
salary. The budget will be presented to the full 
membership at the January annual meeting.  
   CEDS Committee updates were given as follows: 

1. On the issue of Sevier County going “wet”, nobody 
had heard of any negative impact. Sales tax 
revenues for the County have increased. 

2. On the new hospital, Steve Cole reported that the 
state survey will be conducted on December 28th. 



Should the survey go well, he anticipated the 
hospital opening to occur the first week of January. 

3. On the broadband issue, residents are encouraged 
to conduct “speed tests” at their homes before 
January 15th. FRIENDS will schedule a meeting 
with new Southwest Arkansas Electric Cooperative 
C.E.O. Kisha Wolfe after the first of the year. 

4. On Business Diversity/ Job Growth, Jay Bunyard 
reported that he and Mike Branson had met 
recently with the owner of the Husqvarna building 
about the possibility of obtaining an option to 
purchase. A second meeting will be scheduled by 
Tri-Lakes Realty in March, 2023. 

5. On the Housing front, Angie Walker reported that 
the zoning in the downtown area had been 
successfully changed to accommodate more homes. 
Jeff Brown reported that work would begin on 
updating the zoning regulations in January. 

6. And the Entertainment/Recreation Committee 
reported that a successful Arkansas Department of 
Transportation $200,000 grant would help build 
some six miles of bike trails at De Queen Lake. It 
was discussed that an Eclipse Committee needed to 
get busy making plans for the April, 2024 Solar 
Eclipse when it’s anticipated that thousands of 
visitors will descend on Southwest Arkansas for the 
length of the viewing that will be available. The 
Country Club was discussed, with no action taken.  

   There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 1:40 P.M.  


