
FRIENDS Meeting Minutes 9/21/2022 
   The Board of Directors for FRIENDS met Wednesday, September 21, 2022 with the 
following members present: Mike Branson, Greg Revels, Jay Bunyard, Steve Cole, Angie 
Walker, Judge Dick Tallman, and Mayor Jeff Brown. Guests in attendance included: Z.Z. 
Kamruddin, Lauren Young, and Jonathan Buenrostro.  
   President Mike Branson called the meeting to order at 12:00 Noon. The first item of 
business was discussion of the outcome of the recent public auction held to sell the old 
hospital property on Collin Raye Drive. Angie Walker attended the auction and reported 
that attorney Manya Wood stated that the Sabine, Texas Bank did not have a lien on the 
property as previously thought. However, a company called Complete Business Solutions 
did have a lien in an original amount of $640,000. It is speculated that Complete Business 
Solutions may be a “shell company” established by indicted former hospital owner Jorge 
Perez for medical billing purposes. Manya Wood is attempting to contact a Pennsylvania 
attorney connected with the company with a goal of rectifying the situation where 
FRIENDS could obtain a Quiet Title to the property. Branson reminded members that the 
entity that winds up with the property will still be facing significant clean-up or 
demolition costs associated with the buildings. Walker reported that a Little Rock 
investor Steve Whitten purchased a couple of clinic buildings and the area currently 
leased by Air Evac at the public auction. 
   In committee reports beginning with housing, Branson reported that the group had 
conducted a study to determine if it would be practical to construct college dorms and 
prepare a proposal to recruit potential investors looking to save on capital gains taxes 
through an Opportunity Zone that the City of De Queen can offer. Branson said that it 
was cost-prohibitive to build the dorms in the current economic environment as the 
building costs and the potential income stream for investors don’t match up. Branson said 
the committee would continue to look for a creative way to proceed with the project by 
trying to figure out how to reduce building costs or to find some subsidies. Steve Cole 
reminded members that the Sevier County Rural Development Authority has 
approximately $300,000 that they could invest. It was also reported that developer Kyle 
Huggins has bought property near Cane Creek and plans to construct rental cabins.  
   The Broadband Committee reported that they were working to set up a meeting with 
the Arkansas Broadband Director Glen Howie on October 19th at Stilwell’s Restaurant in 
De Queen for a Four States Fiber presentation and endorsement. More details will be 
made available as the meeting is finalized. 
   Branson reported that the Recreation Committee is excited about a formal partnership 
agreement recently signed by the Bike Trails Group and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. Branson reported that the group had also recently applied for grants from Blue 
Cross Blue Shield and Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department (ARDOT). 
The group has mapped out a potential 50-mile bike trail at De Queen Lake. It was also 
reported that Mark and Amber Walker have plans to open up a Sports Bar in the former 
Anything Grows building just north of De Queen that’ll serve burgers and other popular 
dishes. A Sports Bar is something recreation-related that’s needed, according to younger 
members of our community who have completed recent surveys. Finally, the members 
discussed the status of the De Queen Country Club and the need to have a solid golf 
course to offer the public and tourists but took no action. 



   Steve Cole of the Solar Energy Project Committee reported that De Queen Schools, the 
City of De Queen, Sevier County, Sevier County Medical Center, as well as Pilgrims on 
the private side of the project, remain very interested in a 15-megawatt solar energy 
project to save on electricity costs. Cole says that land that’s suitable and available has 
been identified. Cole is in the process of collecting electric bills from the prospective 
participants to submit to the Arkansas Energy Office. That Office would then determine 
what local savings could be realized and guaranteed. Then, the Energy Office would send 
out a Request for Proposals (RFP) for any solar company who’d like to bid on the project. 
Cole said that the Federal Tax Credits for solar companies up to 40% have been extended 
through 2023. However, Cole said it was important to get our RFP out before the end of 
2022 so that our project could be “grandfathered in” should the State Legislature make 
any changes in the program when they convene in January. Branson reminded the 
members that it’s hopeful that FRIENDS could use some of the savings realized by the 
Solar Project participants as an ongoing funding mechanism for the organization.  
   Branson reminded the members of the 30-minute AEDC Zoom meeting to discuss the 
De Queen Industrial Park property September 22nd at 2:00. The free zoom meeting with 
engineers and a one-page Tech Sheet with recommendations were obtained by FRIENDS 
through a successful grant application submitted with the Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission.  
   There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:00 P.M.  
    


