
Meeting Minutes: 8/17/2021 
Skilled Trades Building - UA Cossatot De Queen Campus 

 

Attendance 
     Mike Branson, President         Greg Revels, Vice President 

     Jay Bunyard, Secretary/Treasurer           Jimmy Bristow 

     Dr. Steve Cole      X    Ned Hendrix 

     Angie Walker        Tiffany Maurer, Ex Officio 

Others in Attendance: Jeff Brown, Greg Ray, Ashley Bradshaw, Dion Cooper, Jeff Tollett, Jason 
Sanders, Eddie Halter, Lori House, ZZ Kamruddin, Manya Wood 

Minutes 
The board voted to approve the 07/20/2022 minutes with a motion from Greg Revels and a 
second from Jimmy Bristow. 

Tiffany updated the group on the financial reports, with the previously approved creation of the Eclipse 
2024 bank account being initiated and $100 in FRIENDS funds used to hold the account open until 
donations begin being made. Windstream has reached out to become a member of FRIENDS and has 
been invoiced for their donation. Tiffany shared that she has completed her second year (of 3) training 
at CDI, will be attending the AEDCE Annual Conference this month, and will attend the IEDC Annual 
Conference in September. She is working with the public schools and CREATE BRIDGES grant to have 
high school art students create a series of seven paintings to be displayed in the CNPP small business 
office space on the UAC De Queen campus and expect the space to be completed in October. An open 
house will then be held for the community to view the space. The third quarter of the CNPP grant closes 
at the end of August, and Tiffany will be working to submit quarterly reports before the September 30th 
deadline. Ashley Bradshaw has submitted her resignation, effective August 22, and the hiring process to 
find a replacement has begun. Tiffany informed the group that Heartland Forward is having a healthcare 
policy forum in De Queen on September 13 and has invited some community leaders and healthcare 
professionals to attend. Tiffany also notified the group of her inability to attend the Arkansas SEED 
Summit and extended the invitation to the board if any member chooses to attend in her place. 

The board discussed alternative energy sources for industry and the upcoming public auction for the old 
De Queen Medical Center property along with the challenges for development (such as asbestos and 
black mold that would require specialized demolition/EPA involvement; and liens on the property/cost 
associated). The public auction will take place Wednesday, August 24, at 10AM at the Sevier County 
Courthouse Courtroom. The starting bid will be for the current price of taxes owed at $250,000. With no 
expectation of a bidder, the board voted to have Manya Wood approach Sabine Bank about the 
potential to foreclose on the property with a motion by Angie Walker and a second from Dr. Steve Cole. 
Manya will speak with the bank representative and report back to the FRIENDS board. 
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Ashley Bradshaw updated the group on the progress of the Community Navigator Pilot Program grant 
activities for all spoke partners. 

• The grant team is awaiting a contract to offer cybersecurity one-on-ones for businesses. 
• The contract with Startup Junkies Consulting is in effect and they plan to come to De Queen in 

October to discuss their services with anyone interested in learning more. 
• Business efficiency consults are expected to begin soon to train businesses on cost savings. 
• KDQN is partnering with the grant to offer free marketing analysis and training for Sevier County 

businesses. 
• Tiffany and Ashley will speak on KDQN Friday, August 19, about all the free services now being 

offered under the grant. 

Mike Branson opened the floor for CEDS subcommittee updates. 

• Jay shared that Mike Preston boasted on Sevier County’s cooperation between organizations 
and the work FRIENDS is accomplishing to bring together different groups to accomplish 
broadband access county-wide. He was also impressed with Four States Fiber’s presentation and 
believes their funding request is reasonable. The committee feels confident that Sevier County 
will be represented when additional funds are distributed. 

• Mike and Tiffany shared that the recreation/entertainment committee is still progressing, with 
the trails committee submitting their third grant application in the past week and the eclipse 
committee establishing their bank account.  

• The job quality/diversity committee updated that UA Cossatot is now hiring a 
telecommunication lineman instructor to begin offering one-month training to certify 
employees in the area to work on fiber installation as the field grows, with those positions 
averaging $100k+ annually. The program is expected to start in December 2022. 

• Angie updated the board on the housing committee progress, with De Queen recently passing 
zoning changes that make the historic downtown more developer-friendly to increase housing 
units. They plan to work to update the city zoning/coding book soon and will take 
recommendations to the other areas of Sevier County afterward. They discussed the potential 
to utilize an opportunity zone fund to establish an investment avenue for an apartment complex 
to be contracted with the college and Pilgrim’s to house students and employees and appointed 
Mike to research the previous housing RFP that UA Cossatot sent out and edit as needed to fit 
the scope of this project. They will continue working on this and report back with updates. 

With no further business, the board adjourned. 


