
    

Meeting Minutes: 7/20/2021 
Skilled Trades Building - UA Cossatot De Queen Campus 

Attendance 
     Mike Branson, President        Greg Revels, Vice President 

     Jay Bunyard, Secretary/Treasurer           Jimmy Bristow 

     Dr. Steve Cole          Ned Hendrix 

 X    Angie Walker        Tiffany Maurer, Ex Officio 

Others in Attendance: Jeff Brown, Greg Ray, Ashley Bradshaw, Lou Mcalister (virtually) 

Minutes 
The board voted to approve the 05/18/2022 minutes with a motion from Greg Revels and a 
second from Dr. Steve Cole. 

Tiffany updated the board on the foundation’s financials; with $100 being reimbursed from the deposit 
used to establish the FRIENDS Recreation bank account, now that there are donation funds in that 
account. She updated the group on: 

• The Future Stores Conference she and Ashley attended the previous week, along with reminders 
about the upcoming training she will receive at CDI and AEDCE annual events in August. 

• The Red River Leadership Institute has received funding and is accepting applications through 
the end of the week for potential participants. 

• The Arkansas EDA grant FRIENDS applied for on behalf of the De Queen industrial park has 
moved into the next round for judging and additional information was provided to the grant 
judges this month. With additional documentation requested to be submitted within the week. 

• The trails committee has submitted their application for a Blue & You grant to work on the trails 
by the lake and hope to hear a response in the coming months. 

• The Eclipse planning committee has begun meeting again and is needing to establish a bank 
account for donations and ad sales to purchase festival supplies. Originally, the committee was 
going to open the account under the Chamber’s name, but Greg notified the group that a 
501(c)(6) cannot offer tax incentives like a 501(c)(3) can, so the board voted to approve opening 
the account under the FRIENDS name with a motion by Dr. Steve Cole and a second by Greg 
Revels. The account will be ran independently from the Chamber and FRIENDS, with the eclipse 
committee establishing their own by-laws and governing board. 

Lou McAlister from the Broadband Development Group discussed our county’s broadband maps and 
data that is federally and state-wide used to determine the amount and quality of high-speed internet 
availability in Sevier County. When asked about the three visits the BDG made to Sevier County, Lou 
clarified that the first visit was in January 2022 and the second was in February 2022 and they consisted 
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of his team going to the county courthouse and speaking with the assessor’s office, followed by visiting 
with staff and guests at the Sevier County Library. The third visit was in March, when FRIENDS hosted 
BDG for a community forum meeting on broadband. Legislators for the state are determining guidance 
for funding to be allocated in August for broadband rollout across Arkansas. Official guidance for the 
funding should be available soon. 

Ashley Bradshaw updated the group on the status of the Small Business Office Space being built on the 
UA Cossatot De Queen campus. Most of the equipment is here and set up, and we are still planning to 
have an open house to celebrate the space in October. She reminded the group that the City of De 
Queen sponsored a Diversity and Inclusion training at 3PM following the board meeting. The training 
was available to all small businesses in Sevier County and their employees. Ashley also updated the 
board on other spoke partners’ activities. 

Mike Branson discussed the CEDS committees’ progress and steps taken thus far. The solar committee 
has located a potential location for the solar farm and is reaching out to Jeremiah at the state level to 
determine the best course of action moving forward. The recreation and entertainment committee 
identified opportunities for growth through projects such as kayaking, trail development, 
microbreweries/wineries, sports bars, restaurant diversity, and bowling/movies/family friendly 
entertainment business recruitment. The job diversity/quality committee determined that much of their 
work in increasing high-paying jobs in diverse work categories also is dependent on reliable high-speed 
internet availability. The broadband committee is continuing with their plan to keep reaching out to 
state representatives and those in connection with the broadband office to express the needs for Sevier 
County to be considered for new funding. The housing committee has not yet met but has expressed 
their plan to address city coding/zoning book reform to make coding and zoning more developer-
friendly and encourage housing development projects. 

With no further business, the board adjourned. 


