
    

(Informal) Meeting Minutes: 6/15/2021 
Skilled Trades Building - UA Cossatot De Queen Campus 

Attendance 
     Mike Branson, President        Greg Revels, Vice President 

     Jay Bunyard, Secretary/Treasurer       X   Jimmy Bristow 

X     Dr. Steve Cole      X   Ned Hendrix 

X     Angie Walker        Tiffany Maurer, Ex Officio 

Others in Attendance: Jeff Brown, Greg Ray, Ashley Bradshaw, Karen Walker, Jeff Tollett, 
Marty Allen, Zach Norment 

Minutes 
The board tabled the vote to approve the 05/18/2022 minutes due to not having a quorum. 

Tiffany introduced the board to the new CNPP Administrative Assistant, Karen Walker. 

Jeff Tollett, Marty Allen, and Zach Norment from Four States Fiber presented their progress on fiber 
broadband expansion in Sevier County and expressed the need to encourage residents to take the 
internet speed test at https://speedtest.arkansas.gov/. Jay Bunyard agreed to meet with the Four States 
Fiber team to get more information on the broadband needs at the provider level to report back at the 
next AEDC Commission meeting. Jeff Estimated the total cost to provide fiber internet to all of Sevier 
County would cost around $24million and while they are pursuing a BEAD grant, additional funding will 
be needed for a project at that scale. Greg Revels agreed to reach out to local/regional representatives 
to communicate the need for support in these grant applications and encouraged the rest of the board 
to spread the word also. 

Tiffany updated the board on her activities since the May meeting. 

• The SAM.gov account for FRIENDS has been renewed (done annually). 
• AEDC has released an update on the EDA state grant we applied for to fund site prep and studies 

at our industrial park and should send out notices of awards the week of July 11. Jay Bunyard 
notified the group that our application (so far) will at least be selected to receive a one-page 
technical review and 30 minutes Zoom meeting for recommendations. 

• The SBA grant has finished the second quarter and the grant employees are working to submit 
all quarterly reports before the June 30 deadline. 

• In May, the SBA came to De Queen to present a brief in-person overview of their programs and 
one person (outside of grant employees) attended. 

• The county grant team provided a marketing summit for small businesses that had about 20 
attendees/10 businesses represented. The event gave businesses an opportunity for cross-
promotion partnerships and was well received. 

https://speedtest.arkansas.gov/
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• The SBA reached out to Tiffany last week to highlight a story about Sevier County’s grant 
activities to Congress; spotlighting the youth farmer education event the Extension office 
provided in Oklahoma City. 

• The grant employees have created a new website and Facebook page to take appointments and 
market events. The website is seviercnpp.com and the Facebook page name is @seviercnpp. 

• SBA recently decided to eliminate meals for working lunches/conferences from the allowable 
costs for grantees, so we can no longer use grant funds to provide anything to attendees outside 
of the educational content being given. 

• Tiffany has been working with the CREATE BRIDGES grant to offer supplies needed for a series of 
paintings to be displayed in the future small business office space on the UA Cossatot campus. 
The art will be painted by students from De Queen High School and Horatio High School and the 
expenses will be covered by the create bridges grant program. She has already reached out to 
the high schools to begin this partnership and students will have the paintings completed at the 
end of September, to be displayed the first week in October. Once the paintings are received, 
the grant team will host an open house to display the office space and artwork to the public. 

Tiffany then updated the group on the financial reports. The sub-account to the FRIENDS bank account 
for the trail committee to use has been named FRIENDS Recreation. This name will allow for longevity of 
account use after the trail projects are completed. An initial deposit of $100 was moved from the 
original FRIENDS account to create the Recreation account and the funds will be returned when trail 
donations have been deposited. Randell Wright was removed from the signatory list and Greg Revels 
was added. 

CEDS committees have not all had their first committee meetings yet, but they will plan to begin those 
this summer. Other committees have begun their work and will hold in-person meetings when 
necessary. 

Ashley Bradshaw discussed FRIENDS’ projects with the Community Navigator Pilot Program Grant. We 
are still waiting for SBA to give prior-approval for the cybersecurity overview training speaker. Upon 
providing the general cybersecurity training, the grant team would like to pursue a partnership with a 
cybersecurity firm to offer one-on-one cybersecurity evaluations and risk assessments for small 
businesses. The small business office space equipment has all been ordered and the back-ordered 
desks/cubicles have shipped and should arrive soon. She also updated the group on contractor 
payments and invoicing processes. Ashley confirmed Greg Revels will speak at the Cattlemen’s 
Association meeting June 20th at 7PM in the Lockesburg Methodist Church regarding farmer tax 
education training. Ashley finished her presentation with updates on other spoke partners’ projects. 

With no further business, the board adjourned. 


