
    

Meeting Minutes: 4/20/2021 
Skilled Trades Building - UA Cossatot De Queen Campus 

Attendance 
     Mike Branson, President        Greg Revels, Vice President 

     Jay Bunyard, Secretary/Treasurer      X     Jimmy Bristow 

     Dr. Steve Cole     X     Ned Hendrix 

     Angie Walker        Tiffany Maurer, Ex Officio 

Others in Attendance: Jeff Brown, Greg Ray, Ashley Bradshaw, Kaylynn Hill, Kristen Dane, 
Esteban Ochoa 

Minutes 
Old Business: 
The board voted to approve the 02/17/2022 minutes with a motion by Angie Walker and a 
second by: Dr. Steve Cole. 

New Business: 
Tiffany updated the group on the financial reports, adding that only four annual donations are still 
lacking from members. The remaining account balance currently stands at $15,650. Smartphone EMT 
joined as a member of FRIENDS on 04/20/2022. 

The board agreed to start meeting at noon on the third Wednesday each month as needed. The board 
voted to update the bylaws to reflect all meetings without providing the time, to prevent frequently 
changing bylaws for that purpose with a motion by Greg Revels and a second by Jay Bunyard. 

Ashley Bradshaw presented suggestions for FRIENDS’ projects to pursue with their spoke funds from the 
Community Navigator Pilot Program Grant. The board approved pursuing a cybersecurity speaker to 
present to small businesses and funding one of three community office stations to be housed on the UA 
Cossatot De Queen campus outside of Ashley and Kaylynn’s offices. 

President Mike Branson presented to the board his approach for next steps in developing the Sevier 
County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). He suggested the board implement 
subcommittees to designate specific goals and courses of action in the four main categories identified 
(job variety, adequate housing, entertainment, and broadband). Mike and Tiffany will correspond with 
all subcommittees and one board representative in each subcommittee will update the rest of the board 
at monthly meetings on subcommittee progress. All interested community and FRIENDS members can 
reach out to Mike to be added to a subcommittee. 
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The board then discussed the solar presentation provided at the March meeting and the potential value 
of FRIENDS initiating a partnership between the City of De Queen, Sevier County, UA Cossatot, De 
Queen Public Schools, and Pilgrim’s Pride. Dr. Steve Cole offered to contact potential partners to gauge 
interest, as well as Chet from the Arkansas Energy Office to see what a partnership like this would entail. 

The board discussed the 2020 Census and the issues with the count’s inaccuracies. The need for a 
recount seems evident, but the group is not aware of the process and cost associated, so Judge Greg Ray 
offered to research the process and update the group with his findings. 

The board also agreed to discuss the hotel feasibility study (final report) at their May meeting. With no 
further business, the board adjourned. 


