
Annual Member Meeting 
Minutes: 02/17/2021 

Skilled Trades Building at UA Cossatot De Queen Campus 
Attendance 
     Mike Branson, President        Greg Revels, Vice President 

X     Jay Bunyard, Secretary/Treasurer      Jimmy Bristow, board member 

     Steve Cole, board member       Ned Hendrix, board member 

 X    Angie Walker, board member       Tiffany Maurer, Ex Officio 

Members in Attendance: ZZ Kamruddin, Kristen Dane, Greg Ray 

Minutes 
The board voted to approve the 01/20/2022 meeting minutes with a motion by Greg 

Revels and a second by Dr. Steve Cole. 

Tiffany updated the board on FRIENDS’ financial standing, pointing out that all but 5 
committed donors have already made their 2022 donations. The bank balance currently stands at 
$67,150 and FRIENDS has not made its annual contribution to UA Cossatot for departmental 
operating costs. Tiffany added that when preparing the 2022 budget, calculations were made for 
the Arkansas Governor’s Conference on Tourism based on 2021 figures when the conference 
was virtual. This year, the conference will be in person again which will raise the projected 
budget an additional $767.20. 

Tiffany updated the board on the status of the Community Navigator Pilot Program grant, 
stating that the new hires for the grant will begin working full time on February 21, 2022 and the 
background check is held up on one applicant, so they may start later in the week. Both new 
employees will be at the March meeting to introduce themselves to the board. She shared the 
City of De Queen and the Sevier County Extension Services’ plans for their spoke funds and 
some suggestions on FRIENDS’ expenditures with their portion. The board discussed offering 
hospitality training, cybersecurity training for small businesses, business lending and small 
business financial literacy training, and agreed to continue brainstorming ideas to work with 
Ashley (the new Hub Manager) when she is onboarded.  

Tiffany reminded the group of the decision to host a Broadband Town Hall Discussion 
with the community and Lou McAlister from the Arkansas Broadband Development Group. The 
town hall will be held at noon on Wednesday, March 9th in the Weyerhaeuser room of the UA 
Cossatot De Queen Campus. Tiffany will produce a graphic to advertise the event on social 
media and will share it to the Economic Development Facebook page. The board suggested a 
short survey for those interested in participating but unable to attend. Tiffany will create a survey 
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and share the link with the group. Kristen Dane from AEDC reminded the group of the 
importance of data in determining broadband needs and reminded the group to share the link for 
the broadband speed test with the community. Tiffany will embed the speed test link in the 
survey and will share with the board to encourage others to complete. Tiffany will plan to also 
share the information on local radio stations, if possible. 

Greg Revels updated the group on the 2021 tax filing, stating that it has been completed 
and there were no issues with any of the paperwork. He also notified the group that he has 
completed the paperwork with the state to establish the De Queen Opportunity Zone Fund LLC. 
He has not moved forward with any of the federal filings, since there isn’t an active project yet, 
and it would add to the cost and documentation efforts for no benefit until that point. The group 
discussed potential projects to utilize the opportunity zone fund and considered the idea of solar 
panels and their benefit to the county if a partnership were to form. Dr. Steve Cole offered to 
invite John Coleman from Integrity Solutions to attend the March meeting to present more 
information on these projects with the group. The board also discussed the potential for a new 
chain hotel project but will hold off on a decision until the final hotel feasibility study is 
produced by AEDI. 

Tiffany shared that AEDI is waiting for FRIENDS to determine best strategies and 
people to address in the priorities identified from our November meeting. The board agreed to 
have a working session in March to iron out details and present data back to AEDI to move 
forward on the report. 

ZZ Kamruddin addressed the board about his idea to establish a community development 
group to work on housing using small investments from a larger number of investors to allow 
those interested in housing growth to invest whatever they can afford toward new housing. The 
board identified this as a potential project under the opportunity zone fund, rather than FRIENDS 
itself. The group agreed to identify projects after the working session in March, when strategies 
are identified in the categories most important to residents. 

With no further business, the board adjourned. 

 


