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Arkansas is one of only a few states that offers the General Educational Development (GED®) test at 

no cost to the student, but that may soon change, says Janice Hanlon, Arkansas’s GED Administra-
tor™. 

“The GED® test is undergoing a significant change in Arkansas and in the entire country,” Hanlon 

said. 

“Every few years, we begin a new testing series.  We’ve been using the same test module since 
2002, but in 2014 the test will be updated to reflect the common core educational standards required 
of today’s high school graduates.” 

In addition to the content itself, the test-taking method will change. The new test battery will be ad-
ministered by computer, no longer by pencil and paper, beginning in January 2014. 

The other big change coming at that time is the cost. Beginning in January 2014, the GED® test and 

diploma may no longer be free in Arkansas. 

“Our adult education centers across the state will be equipped with the proper computer-based test-
ing environment in order to comply with the new requirements, but that’s not where the cost comes 
in,” Hanlon said.  

The new test battery is being managed and produced by the GED Testing Service
®
, as in the past, 

but they have formed a new partnership with Pearson, a global leader in education and testing. The 
GED

®
 program they’re developing will not only reflect the common core standards, but also will indi-

cate college and career readiness.  “The new test will cost more money than Arkansas has tradition-
ally been able to absorb, therefore, some of the test’s costs may be borne by the student in the fu-
ture,” Hanlon said. 

Exactly how much a GED® diploma will cost each student remains to be seen. Requests to the legis-

lature for additional funding are planned, along with grant applications and seeking other sources of 
financial assistance for the program. 

“We want to let our current and prospective students know, and those who might have started and 

not completed their GED® credential, that there’s still time for them to complete it before the change.” 

Until January 2014, preparation for the GED® and taking the test are free for Arkansans through the 

adult education centers around the state. And until 2014, the test will not be administered by com-
puter. After that, changes are coming. 

Provided by Arkansas Department of Career Education (ACE). 
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Cossatot Community College offers both technical certification and Associate’s degrees, and collaborates 

with other colleges and universities to offer bachelor's and master's degrees on its three campuses. It has an 

enrollment of more than 1,400 students, and is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North 

Central Association of Colleges and Schools. CCCUA also recognizes the Arkansas Career Readiness Cer-

tificate (CRC): with all other qualifications being equal, the College gives hiring preference to applicants 

possessing a CRC. CCCUA is an AA/EOE/ADA institution. 

Get More Free Education! 

Adult Education offers more than GED® credentials 
English as a Second Language: ESL classes are provided for adults whose native language is not 

English. Adults receive instruction in English and in learning how to cope in 

American society. Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced ESL classes are availa-

ble. Some classes include instruction suggested by the US Immigration and Natu-

ralization Service to prepare the student for the citizenship examination. The class 

format is open-entry, open-exit. ESL classes are offered at Cossatot East Adult Ed-

ucation Center, Pilgrim-Cossatot Learning Center, CCCUA Howard County Campus, and other 

sites as needed. 
 

Employability Skills Course: This program provides training to enable adult 

learners to become better informed and more highly skilled for the changing world 

of work. The instruction provides a comprehensive  grounding in the knowledge 

and skills learners need to succeed in the workplace. 

 
 
 
 

Compass Preparation: The student will have access to a private computer program to upgrade   

basic skills needed to successfully pass the Writing Skills, Reading Skills, 

and Numerical sections of the Compass placement test. 
 

 

Career Readiness Certificate (CRC): The Arkansas Career Readiness Certificate is a 

certificate based upon the WorkKeys®  assessments that demonstrates to employers that 

an individual possesses the basic workplace skills required for 21st century jobs. Areas 

tested include Reading for Information, Applied Mathematics, and Locating Infor-

mation.  Upon completion the student will receive a state-issued certificate in Bronze, 

Silver, or Gold that is signed by the Governor of Arkansas. 
 

Call us today for more information on any of these services 
800-844-4471 ext. 1114 
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Kristofer Armstrong 

Brandon Cornett 

Cameron Couch 

Haleigh Cox 

Ty’Stacia Dean 

Sherri Dowling 

Samantha Fink 

Haley Grubb 

Cheyenne Hall 

Nastassi Haney 

Charla Johnson 

Mackenzie Jones   

Danielle Keith 

Jeffery Mitchell 

Amber Morales 

Aldo Perez 

Sarah Pinkerton 

Shelby Podgurski 

Coty Stiers 

Jessica Stone 

Lea Ann Tallant 

Jessica Thomas 

Levi Walker 

Zachary Walker 

Cody Ward 

Desirae Warford 

 

Congratulations 

Spring GED® Graduates 

WAGE™ stands for Workforce Alliance for Growth in the 
Economy™. It is a community-based workforce develop-
ment program that addresses the need to improve the 
basic skills of the unemployed and the underemployed. 
This program combines academic skills, computer tech-
nology, and workplace curriculum to meet the needs of 
local employers. Five types of certificate programs are 
provided at Cossatot Adult Education-Employability, In-
dustrial, Clerical, Customer Service I and II. Successful 
completion of the program results in a state-issued cer-
tificate, enhanced employability skills, and improved op-
portunity for selected jobs. 
Ask us how we can help you obtain a WAGE™          
certificate today! 
 
 

.  

Boost Your Employability with a  
WAGE™ Certificate! 

Pictured left to right: Cheyenne Hall, Sarah Pinkerton, Nastassi Haney, Ty’Stacia Dean, Cody Ward, and Danielle Keith 
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The Road to College 
Meet the CCCUA Financial Aid Staff 
In this issue of “The Communicator”, we want to inform you on ways to pay for a college education. 
There are a wide variety of grants and scholarships available. CCCUA’s friendly financial aid staff 
are always ready to answer questions and help potential students through the process.  

  
Denise Hammond has been the Director of Cossatot’s Financial Aid Department 
for over 16 years. A lot has changed through the years, but there was a major 
change in filing for the Pell Grant starting January 1, 2012. Photo copies of    
previous years tax forms can no longer be accepted to verify income. The      
Department of Education is now requiring an “IRS Tax Return Transcript” (not 
the “IRS Tax Account Transcript”) for proof of income. To avoid the long pro-
cess of requesting this form from the IRS, the IRS Data Retrieval Tool was cre-
ated. The Department of Education, along with the IRS created the new tool to 
help complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at 
www.fafsa.gov. Any Cossatot campus can provide a step-by-step direction 
sheet to use the tool and complete the FAFSA. After completing the online ap-
plication, prospective students are contacted by one of the members of the fi-
nancial aid staff listed below. Each member of the financial aid staff is qualified 
to help students with the application process.  

 
 

Each campus of Cossatot Community College UA provides a Kiosk to fill out FAFSA. Besides the 
Pell Grant, there are many scholarships that support college education. The financial aid department 
can supply prospective students with many of the applications. They include all of the instructions 
needed. It is the student’s responsibility to apply for grants and scholarships, but the financial aid 
staff is ready for you to get on the road to college! The spring semester Pell deadline is                 
November 1, 2012. 
 

For your convenience, Cossatot Community College UA’s school code is 012432.                         
You will need this code when applying for financial aid. 

 Trudy Gibson 
Financial Aid Analyst 

870-584-4471 ext. 1112 
 

Specializing in Title IV 

Pell, SEOG, ADHE     

funding and reporting 

 Tiffany Stringfellow  
Admin Specialist III 

870-584-4471 ext. 1127 

 

Specializing in Title IV 

Pell, SEOG, ADHE    

funding and reporting 

 Shawna Stinnett 
Admin Specialist I 

870-584-4471 ext. 1128 
 

 

Specializing in VA      

Representative  

Scholarships and Waivers 

Denise Hammond 

Financial Aid Director 

870-584-4471 ext. 1118 

Serving Sevier,      

Howard, and  

Little River Counties 

 Nikki Evans 
Receptionist 

870-584-4471 ext. 1148 

 

Specializing in intake 

forms and answers  

financial aid questions 

Monica Clark 
Admin Specialist I 

870-584-4471 ext. 2334 

 

Specializing in Title IV 

Pell, SEOG, and answers 

financial aid questions 



 

5 

The Road to College 
Meet the CCCUA Admission Advisors 
Our goal in Adult Education is to not only help you get your GED

®
 credential, but to help you transi-

tion into college or get a job. If post-secondary education is your goal, Cossatot Community College 
UA is a great college to attend. Many people who have attained their free Arkansas High School Di-
ploma have entered college. Josh Brown, Kaylie Collins, and Kinsey Kirkpatrick are just a few ex-
amples from the list on the following page. Cossatot Community College UA is an open enrollment 
institution. That means you can register any time, as long as you have your High School transcript 
or GED

®
 transcript. 

 
So, what do you do first to enroll in college after attaining your credential? It is as simple as obtain-
ing your admission’s application from your local Admission’s Advisor pictured below, or visit the 
CCCUA Website at www.cccua.edu. Choose the link How to Apply & Register. You will find all the forms 
you need to enter college. The next step is to complete your forms, then submit them along with 
your GED

®
 transcript to the admission’s office. An advisor will direct you to the closest testing center 

to take the free placement test, the COMPASS. If you have any further questions or need help, 
CCCUA’s experienced, friendly staff are available to guide you through the   process.  
 

Shaun Clark is the Director of Student Services for Howard, Sevier and Little River 
counties. Shaun said, “Something else to be aware of is to make sure to bring a 
copy of your shot records. You must have had two immunizations for measles, 
mumps and rubella (MMR).”  These records may be obtained from the public 
school you last attended, the county health office (see phone numbers below), or 
your family doctor. Don’t let it stop you from enrolling if you can’t find your records. 
Shaun, Justin, Tommi, and Suzanne are anxious to get you on the road to college 
today! 
 

Sevier County Health Unit - 870-642-2535.  
Howard County Health Unit - 870-845-2208. 
Little River County Health Unit - 870-898-3831. 

 
 

Howard County Campus    Sevier County Campus   Little River Campus 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Suzanne Ward 

Counselor 

870-898-4773 ext. 5261 

  

Justin White 
Admissions and  

Post-Secondary Advisor 

870-845-2454 ext. 2237 

 Tommi Unruh  
Admissions Coordinator 

 

870-584-4471 ext. 1158 

http://www.cccua.edu/admission-registration/how-to-apply-register
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Adult Education Staff Happenings 

Jamie Godwin and Melissa Reddy, staff at          
the Cossatot East Adult Education, attended 
the  ParkHill Community Fair on March 15, 

2012.  About 50 families requested information             
concerning Adult Education services. 

Dawn Humphry, Instructor of the Howard County Campus Adult Education 

Center, conducted a FREE U.S. Citizenship Class for students interested in 

becoming a naturalized citizen. The classes were offered on Monday       

afternoons and lasted for six weeks. Eighteen students enrolled in the class.  

Since there was a big interest in the class, there will be more structured   

citizenship classes offered in Nashville and De Queen in the fall. Information 

about class times will be advertised at a later date. 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture borrowed from http://immigrationworkvisa.com/citizenshipfamily.htm  

New Citizenship Class  

Dawn Humphry 

Toni Wartinger, paraprofessional at the Pilgrim-
Cossatot Learning Center, will graduate with 

her Bachelor’s Degree in July 2012. 

Congratulations, Toni! 
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Cossatot East Adult Ed Center      
870-642–8804 

919 E Vandervoort, De Queen 

 Monday - Thursday     8am - 6pm 

CCCUA Howard Cty. Campus 

870-845-2454 

1558 Hwy 371 West, Nashville   

            Tuesday & Thursday   9am - 3pm  

July 3-August 2 

 

CCCUA De Queen Campus 

870-584–4471 

183 College Drive, De Queen 

               Monday –Thursday   7:30am - 5pm  

       Friday                        7:30am - 11:30am 

 

Pilgrim-Cossatot Learning Center   

870-642–6750 

321 S 4th St., De Queen 

               Monday – Thursday   9am - 5pm  

Cossatot East Adult Education Center 
 

 919 East Vandervoort   870-642-8804 
One determined mom has made learning a family affair. Vicky, a 

mother of four daughters, brings her daughter Abigail to Cossatot 

East and together they study to improve their spoken and written 

English.  Vicky’s goal is to become more proficient in English in order 

to have a greater share in her children’s lives. We congratulate these 

two March Attendance Winners considering it a privilege to serve 

such dedicated students. 

 

Pilgrim-Cossatot Learning Center 
               321 S. 4th Street   870-642-6750                       

Maria Balderas deserves a huge amount of credit for working so hard to 

learn English. Since August 2011, she has attended school over 350 

hours! 

Maria is a food service employee at the De Queen Primary School. Eve-
ry day, she arrives at PCLC shortly after 2:00 and immediately begins 
using Rosetta Stone. Maria practices on the computer until 4:00, then 
attends class until after 5:00. Studying English for over three hours a 
day (in addition to a full-time job) is impressive!  

Serving this dedicated student is an honor.  We are most proud of “our” Maria. 

Students of the Month 

Adult Education Department Summer Schedule 
    

   Abigail Salazar         Vicky Jaramillo 

   Maria Balderas 
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P.O. Box 960 
De Queen, AR 71832 

CCCUA is in compliance with EEO/AA/ADA in student and employment programs, activities. Call (800) 844-4471                                          
TDD; De Queen Campus 870.584.4667:  TDD; Nashville Campus 870-451-9577:  TDD; Ashdown Campus 870-898-2009                                

or Arkansas RELAY Services for the deaf/hearing impaired @ 711 www.arkansasrelay.com 

Get your GED
®
 credential while it is still FREE. 

Call 870-584-4471 ext. 1114 or 800-844-4471 today. 

“Like” us on 

 

 

 

 “Cossatot 

Community 

College Adult 

Education” 

http://www.arkansasrelay.com/

