
Jennifer Black, Director of Se-

vier and Howard counties 

Adult Education Program, 

was part of a  panel that ad-

dressed the fall Administra-

tors’ Meeting in Little Rock  

on September 24. The panel 

shared information about the 

AO program at their prospec-

tive schools. Each school of-

fers at least two programs of 

study.  

 

Current GED
®
 students can 

enroll in these college credit 

courses while earning a GED
®
 

credential. At this time, UA 

Cossatot offers welding and 

secretarial word processing. 

Students must meet testing 

requirements to be eligible to 

enroll in college classes. If 

students meet testing require-

ments, they take a college 

placement exam to determine 

eligibility for PELL grant as 

an Ability to Benefit Student 

(ATB). In the two years that 

UA Cossatot has offered Ac-

celerating Opportunities, four 

students have earned welding 

certificates while studying for 

the GED
®
 exam. We are 

thankful that UA Cossatot 

was chosen as one of four 2-

year colleges to pilot the pro-

gram for Accelerating Oppor-

tunities.  

Three AO graduates from UA 

Cossatot are Brian Holden, 

Kyle Arthur, and Emilio Rios. 

UAC Adult Education Promotes 

Accelerating Opportunity 
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Pictured on panel: Sherry Organ, ASU Searcy; 

Donnylle Hampton, ASU-MidSouth; Brenda  

Keisler, COTO; and Jennifer Black, UA Cossatot 

Published by UA Cossatot Adult Education Department  



Laura Salas, standing, is giving a 

presentation on stress reduction to 

Ms. Lisa’s beginning ESL class. 

Laura is a current student at the 

UAC Adult Education Center her-

self. She is working on improving 

her English skills, as well. She was 

required to give the presentation 

by using at least 80% English. 

Laura did an excellent job, and the 

students enjoyed it.  

UAC Adult Education has 

partnered with the Horatio 

School District to offer Eng-

lish class to the parents and 

grandparents in the district. 

This partnership is due to a 

five-year 21st Century Grant 

that the school received this 

year. The instructor is Susan 

Chadwick, who currently 

teaches ESL with the De Queen School District. She has several years 

of ESL experience. So far, the class has attracted 17 students wanting 

to improve their English skills to contribute toward a better life for 

themselves and their children.  

Congratulations 
to these students 
for earning their 
US Citizenship!  

 

 Micaela Rosas 

 Rocio Rosas 

 Lucina Maya 

 

 

Both Sevier and 
Howard County 
campuses offer       

citizenship       
assistance.  

 

 ELIGIBILITY               

REQUIREMENTS 

 DOCUMENTS NEEDED 

 N-400 APPLICATION 

ASSISTANCE 

 FEES & WAIVER INFO. 

 INTERVIEW PRACTICE 

 

New  ESL Class in Horatio 

Student Presentation 

Ana Gutierrez and 

Mario Gutierrez 
Gabriela Pallares 

Alejandro Pallares and 

Maria Vasquez 



 #1--to take it  

easy (to relax) 

 

 
Example:  “I don’t have 
any plans for Saturday.  
I am just going to take  
it easy.” 

 

 

IDIOM CHALLENGE:  The person writing the most example 

sentences using these two idioms will get a prize. Turn in your 

sentences to Jamie Godwin or Lisa Lutz by March 1, 2016. 

#2--it dawned on 

me 

(understanding 

came to me) 

 

Example:  “It suddenly 
dawned on me that my 
driver’s license had        
expired.”  

 

Ask the Teacher 
 
 

These are just some of the 
questions that you have 
asked this semester. Now all 
of you can benefit from each 
other’s questions and the  
answers from the teacher! 
 
Question: Why is our 
spelled two different ways?               

—Anonymous   

 

Answer: The word our is a 
possessive pronoun (this is 
our classroom) and the word 
hour is a name for time.  
(One hour equals 60 
minutes.) 
 
Question:  Are thin and 
light the same? 
                           —Anonymous   

Answer:  Usually thin     
describes a person and light 
describes the weight of 
many different things.                          

One of the keys to speaking 

English like a native is the 

ability to use and  understand 

casual expressions, or idioms. 

This issue you have two idi-

oms to learn. The first is: (to) 

take it easy, meaning to re-

lax. The second is: it dawned 

on me, meaning understand-

ing came to me. Think of ex-

amples and turn them in to 

your teacher. 

 

the dictionary. New vocab-

ulary has to be practiced 

over and over again. 

There’s no better way to 

study vocabulary than to 

practice  singing along to a 

song you like!     

Have Fun! You remember 

things so much better when 

you are having fun. So have 

fun! Play games and solve 

puzzles. Tip: The newspaper 

has a new crossword puz-

zle every week. Come to 

school 15 minutes early to 

work the puzzle. 

Decide exactly when you want 

to start. Keep track of your 

progress. Start today if pos-

sible!  

Learning a new language is a 

challenge. Setting goals for 

yourself is one way to speed 

up the learning process. Lan-

guage goals help us improve 

faster. Here are three goals to 

set for yourself for next se-

mester. 

Read comic books and 

newspaper comic strips in 

English. Tip:  The pictures 

in comic strips make them 

easier to understand. Come 

to class 15 minutes early 

and read the comic strips.  

Listen to music with Eng-

lish lyrics. Tip: Choose one 

of the songs you like. We 

will get you the lyrics. 

Read the lyrics and try to 

understand them. Look up 

words you don’t know in 

How to learn English faster! 

Idioms Challenge ESL Tips 



 

Staci Billingsley      Tristan Chapman  Brittney Culp         

Austin Dansby     Chandler Higgins     Dustin Hill              

Kennith Moultrie     Chad Reed            Matthew Robbins 

Laura Rogers     Taylor Suttle    Kendel Webb 

Brody Whisenhunt     Tenesha Wilkerson  

 

 

 

 

My school life got off to a rocky start. I was put into 

the DHS foster care system at the age of two and 

was moved from home to home. I was not really  

given a good opportunity to be taught like most  

other kids  because I was moved from school to 

school. The  frequent moves caused gaps in my 

learning. 

My formal schooling didn’t really get started until  

I was adopted about eleven and a half years ago.   

Ever since I was adopted, I have lived in three 

states. I lived in New York and Oklahoma before coming to Arkan-

sas. My formal schooling really began at Elkmont High School in  

Alabama. Then we moved to Oklahoma. I was at Broken Bow High 

School when I left school for good. There are some chapters in be-

tween, but those are better left out. 

I never went to an adult education center until I came to UA Cossa-

tot on the Howard County Campus at twenty years of age. My  

teacher, Mrs. Humphry, noticed that I was missing some basic skills 

but was a very quick learner, so she asked me if I had been home 

schooled or moved a lot. It was then that I shared my foster           

experience with her. 

After starting at UA Cossatot, it took me a year to get everything 

done. I was doubtful at first because I thought I wasn’t ever going to 

graduate, that I was never going to see my cap and gown, but that 

all was just fear trying to hold me back and stop me from getting 

what I wanted most, and that was my education. 

Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon 

which you can use to change the world.” Without my diploma, I   

didn’t have a fighting chance to take my education to the next level. 

There was a wall that stood between me and my goals. That wall 

was my lack of education. Now that I have it, I can strive for          

excellence. 

Today’s young people should see the value of having a high school 

diploma. The annual dropout rate for high school students is 1.2   

million. The sad part is I was part of that 1.2 million after I left high 

school. I didn’t know what I would do. I felt lost. I ended up home-

Congratulations GED Graduates! 

GED Spotlight– Austin Dansby 

Taylor Suttle 

Staci Billingsley 

 Tristan Chapman         

Austin Dansby             



less in Oklahoma with no place to lay my head at night. I ended up jobless and got into 

a bad situation that led to me coming home to Arkansas and finishing my high school 

diploma through adult education. My advice to everyone out there is to stay in school 

and continue getting your education. It will be worth it once it’s all over. 

In closing, I will leave you with a final quote “Education is our passport to the future, 

for tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare for it today.” -Malcolm X.              

Think about this and let it encourage you to strive for an education. 

Howard County Students of the Month 

Carmen Berrios,     

August            

ESL Student  

(21 hours)  

Ricardo Betancourt,  

September      

ESL Student  

(25 hours)  

Debora Clark,  

August   

GED  Student 

(77 hours)  

On Thursday, December 10, the Howard 

County Campus Adult Education Center 

celebrated their students’ hard work and 

dedication with a potluck dinner. Delia 

Betancourt was recognized with an  

Attendance Award for the month of  

October. Students visited and shared  

stories. 

Howard County Student Appreciation Day 

Delia Betancourt,      

October          

ESL Student  

(22 hours)  

Students of the Month not pictured:  October: Patience Arnold, Courtney Howard  (GED) 

     November: Austin Dansby, Sadawnte Livingston (No ESL awarded.) 

Brittney Culp,      

September      

GED Student 

(69 hours)  



Sevier County Student Appreciation Day 

Believe 

you can, 

and you're 

halfway 

there. 

Theodore  

Roosevelt  

On Tuesday, December 15, the UAC Sevier County Adult Education Center 

celebrated our student appreciation day. Students enjoyed a potluck meal 

and played Bingo for prizes. We want our students to know how much we 

appreciate their hard work and dedication in improving their skills, wheth-

er it be learning English, improving basic skills, or  working towards their 

GED
®
 credential.   

 

Sevier County Students of the Month 

Sandybel Aparacio,  

September      

GED/ESL Student  

(111.75 hours)  

Balbina Cortes 

October      

ESL Student  

(94 hours)  

Laura Salas,  

November      

ESL Student  

(37.75 hours)  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero380703.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero380703.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero380703.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero380703.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero380703.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero380703.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/theodorero380703.html


 

 

UAC 

Adult   

Education    

Mission: 
 

To equip our 

students 

with the  

necessary 

skills to    

improve the 

quality of 

their lives. 

 

 

Jamie Godwin,  
ESL Instructor, 

recognized for 10 
years of Adult       

Education        
service. 

Student Writing Assignment:                                                    

When I was only 8 years old, I remember a day that was 

very rainy. I arrived early to school and I saw a little bird 

getting wet that couldn’t fly. So, I wanted to save him 

(big mistake, lol).  I wrapped him in a paper towel and put him 

into my backpack. Trying to save him, he died smashed by my 

books. The problem was that I forgot that I left him there. The 

days passed and my books began to stink…Then I remembered 

there was the bird!  I looked into my backpack and obviously the 

bird was there, so I just threw him into the trash, but the bad smell stayed in 

my books.  My mom noticed and she asked me what it was.  I was too scared 

to answer so I said, “I don’t know.”  But, it was my mom and so finally I told 

her the truth. Crying I said, “I have had a dead little bird for days in my 

backpack!”  To this day my brother and older sisters still make fun of me. 

I remember when I was a child, I was my mother’s beloved 

little girl. She always proved her affection for me and I 

always proved mine for her. She was my biggest treasure. 

I told her all the time what I wanted and she liked to listen. She 

advised me when something was wrong or I had a problem.  Also, 

in spite of being very poor, I had a few brothers and sisters who 

always gave me the best they had, no matter the day or time.  

I remember my sister Maria, after she married, knew that my parents didn’t 

have money to buy me cookies and she always bought me some. Rosa, Lupa, 

and Martha always had something for me. When my brother, Jose Luis, was 

thirteen years old he left school and started to work in order to pay my high 

school expenses because my father couldn’t.  Three years later my father had 

a better job and he was able to pay for my college and I became an account-

ant.  God bless my family who I love very much.  Also, I had some wonderful 

friends with whom I spent many happy times. I love my beautiful childhood 

memories. They are unforgettable. 

When I was a teenager I remember my sister and I were 

at a party. We tried to look good. I remember I was wear-

ing high heels. When we were waiting on the bus to go back 

home, we almost missed it. I was running to get the bus and my 

heel broke off and my sister was laughing at me.  She wasn’t pay-

ing attention because she was looking and laughing so hard at 

me and she ran into a street pole.  In the end were both laughing 

at each other. 

Ms. Lisa’s Advanced ESL class completed a writing assignment on a  

favorite childhood memory. The following are some student experienc-

es in their own words. 

Continued on next page 

Elisa Muñoz 

Lilia Sanchez 

Alma Decasez 



UA Cossatot is in compliance with EEO/AA/ADA in student and employment programs and     

activities. Call 800-584-4471 or AR Relay at 800-285-1121 @ 711. 

 Paid for with funds from the department of career education, adult education division.  

Closure Notices 

CLOSED 
DECEMBER 21—JANUARY 3, 2016  

Reopen Monday, January 4, 2016, in Sevier County. 

Reopen Monday, January 11, 2016, in Howard County. 
 

JANUARY 18, 2016, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

MARCH 21-25, 2016, Spring Break 

When I was young, I remember one day when it had snowed.  My dad, my broth-

ers, and I were going to the store to buy groceries. Our entrance was like a little 

bridge and it was made out of wood and that little bridge had a hole in it.  My family and 

I left the house to go to the store. I don’t know at what moment my oldest brother and my 

youngest sister covered the hole with snow. When we came back from the store, we were 

getting the things out of the car. My dad got some bags out and went inside. Then, I got 

some bags and when I was walking to the house my foot suddenly sank in the hole and I 

fell down. I started crying and went to tell my dad. My dad came out to discipline my 

brother and sister and determine what had happened and where. As he looked for the hole, the next thing 

we knew his foot sank in to the hole and he fell too. We all looked at each other and started to laugh. 

I remember when we were children, my sisters Susana and Rosalba and me. Usu-

ally, every year we went to the beach with my father and mother. One time we 

went to Veracruz in Mexico and unfortunately the weather was not good. It was cold and 

rainy so we had to stay in the hotel. Then my dad started to organize games and do mag-

ic. Really it was very fun and for me that day will be unforgettable. The next day the 

weather was better and we could enjoy our vacation outside. 

 Laura Salas 

Sandybel Aparacio 

More writing responses:  


