
The GED® Passing Score Has Changed 
Effective Thursday, May 5, 2016, the GED® passing score in Arkansas will change 

to 145. GED Testing Service™ lowered the passing score to 145 in January 2016. 

However, policy changes had to take place before Arkansas could adopt the 

new score. Students’ GED.com accounts will not show passing for scores         

145-149 until May 10. This is great news for individuals in Arkansas who need a   

credential to get a job or receive a job promotion. The UAC Adult Education 

Center will have seven additional GED® graduates when the change goes into 

affect. We are very excited about how this will positively affect our students. 

Below are the three different score ranges provided by GED Testing Service™.
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We are here for You  

 
 
 all   summer…... 

Dianne Rosson 
De Queen     
Instructor 

Jamie Godwin 
De Queen   
Instructor 

Brandi Woods 
Nashville   

Intake/Testing 

Henriellen Lawrence  
Dierks Community Center 

Instructor 

Linda Young 
Nashville   
Instructor 

  

.....and we will see you  
 

in the fall! 

Dawn Humphry 
Nashville        
Instructor 

Cathy Billingsley 
De Queen     

Career Coach 

Jennifer Black    
De Queen     
Director 

Lisa Lutz        
De Queen 
Instructor 

Susan Chadwick 
Horatio           

Instructor 



Congratulations GED® Graduates                              

January 2016 

Virginia Camacena 

February 2016 

Ana Maria Rios 

March 2016 

Virginia Duran 

April 2016 

Blanca Rios 

Sandybel Aparicio 

Alexandria Austin 

Katelyn Baldwin 

Glenda Brandon 

Alberto Castro-Romero 

Sharonda Carthorne 

Mason Chilcoat 

BalbiniaCortes-Flores 

Darby Deen 

Cari Hernandez 

Courtney Howard 

Felicia Jones 

Kameron Melton 

Jayde Pogue 

Hunter Riley  

Tanner Terrell 

Charles Tollett 

Zachary Wicker 



Horatio Elementary ESL Class  

ESL CLASS AT HES,                       

A SUCCESS! 

Susan Chadwick had an  

excellent year with the ESL 

class located at Horatio  

Elementary. This class 

began as a partnership with 

the school’s C.Y.C.L.E.    

program. C.Y.C.L.E. is a 21st 

Century Community 

Learning Center (21st 

CCLC) five year grant that 

the school was awarded in 

2015. Mrs. Susan’s class was 

offered Tuesday and 

Thursday nights from 6:30 

PM to 8:00 PM and ran for 

20 weeks. The class will be 

offered again next year as a 

C.Y.C.L.E. 2 opportunity for 

parents and grandparents. 

Gloria Pallares Ana Gutierrez Gabriela Pallares Maria Camarillo 

Student Benefits From MyReader 

Ms. Zester Edwards displays her improved 

scores on a new device now available at the 

Howard County Campus. She is using a My 

Reader machine to enlarge print. She says 

learning is fun now that she can see what 

she’s reading without straining her eyes.  

Dawn Humphry, Instructor at the Howard County Adult Education 

Center, shares a story about her student, Zester Edwards. Mrs. 

Dawn said, “Days like today are just another reason I find my job so 

rewarding. One of my students, Ms. Zester Edwards, improved her 

score by 4 grade levels, and she wanted me to take her picture with 

our new My Reader (magnification machine obtained from the 

Arkansas Adult Learning Resource Center) with her scores 

displayed so that her sister and niece could see them.” Dawn stated, 

“This piece of equipment has allowed Ms. Zester to see print that 

she has not been able to see in the past without using both her 

prescription lenses and a magnifying glass. Reading was very 

laborious for her. Now she can simply put a page under the machine 

and push a button to take a photo of it, and the machine does its 

magic. She doesn’t even need her glasses to read now. She was so 

happy with her scores today that she was brought to tears.” Ms. 

Zester said, “Learning is fun now that I don’t have to strain my eyes 

to see.”  



In this issue you have two 

idioms to learn.  

The first is:  (to) hit the 

books, meaning to study.  

The second is:  the last 

straw, meaning  the final 

difficulty in a series of 

problems that seem 

unsolvable. 
 

IDIOM CHALLENGE:  The 

person writing the most    

example sentences using 

these two idioms will get a 

prize. Turn in your sentences 

to Jamie Godwin or Lisa Lutz 

by November 1, 2016. 

Why do we say an MP3   

player? Aren’t you sup-

posed to use ‘a’ before a 

word that starts with a 

consonant and not ‘an’? 
 

Good question!  The answer 

has to do with how we say the 

word. MP3 player begins with 

the /em/ sound which is a  

vowel sound, so we                

automatically say “an MP3 

player. So, go by sound, not by 

spelling. 

 

What’s the difference     

between theatre and     

theater?  

 

There is basically no difference 

in meaning. The preferred 

spelling in American English is 

theater. Some words have 

more than one correct spelling. 

 

 

He who asks a            

question is a fool for                     

five minutes;                  

he who does not ask a     

question remains a fool 

forever. 

Chinese Proverb 

Congratulations Laura Salas 

 

 

 

 

For winning the               
Fall Idiom Challenge! 

Laura submitted 19 responses!  
Here are two examples:  

 

After work, my husband “takes 
it easy” at home. 

 

I wanted to make an Impossible 
Cake, but I didn’t have flour. It 
“dawned on me” I could make a 

flan. 

Ask The Teacher 

 Celebrating Student Success  

 

De Queen           

Adult  

Education  

Mrs. Jamie’s Class 

 De Queen 

Adult  

Education 

Ms. Lisa’s Class 



My name is Balbina Cortes. I am from a very small town in Doxoca, Mexico. Since 
the town was very small, my father decided to send my sister and me to the city to 
get a better education. There we worked for a lady who sent us to school. When I 
was older, I tried to get into college, but it was difficult because I didn’t have the 
money. So I decided to move to the United States to work and make money, so 
that I could go back to Mexico and pay for college. When I got married and had 
two kids, college was no longer a priority. When my kids got a little older, I 
decided to try out UAC Adult Education because I 
didn’t know how to speak English. I found it very 
difficult to communicate with my children’s teacher, 
so I decided to enroll in the ESL program. While I 

was attending the program, I found out that I could do both things, study for 
my GED® exam and English. It wasn't easy, and I’m not yet fluent in English, 
but now that I got my diploma, I’m going to concentrate on learning English. 
Getting my GED® diploma was never on my mind, but there I met the adult 
education staff. I found out that when I thought I couldn’t do it, they were 
there encouraging me to keep going and always telling me that I could do it. I 
encourage anyone that is thinking about getting their GED® or learning English 
to go for it because there is no bigger obstacle than the one “you” put in front of 
you. I would like to thank everyone at UAC Adult Education, especially Ms. Lisa, for believing in me and 
telling me to not give up.  

 GED ® Graduate, Balbina Cortes-Flores                             

“There is no 

bigger obstacle 

than the one 

“you”                         

put in front of 

you.” 

 Celebrating Student Success  

 Howard County Campus 

Adult  

Education 

Mrs. Dawn’s Class 

 Howard County Campus 

Adult  

Education 

Mrs. Dawn’s And            

Ms. Linda’s Class 



Sandybel Aparicio, Recent GED® Graduate 
Hi, my name is Sandybel  Aparicio. I am from San Juan del Rio in  

Queretaro, Mexico.  In November 1996 when I was 8 years old, I came to the 

United States . Not much time had passed when on April 19, 1997, my mom 

died in a car accident.  After that it was just my dad and five of us. It was 

very hard for me to grow up without a mom. School was really hard. I 

remember that the school would always call my dad because I wasn’t 

progressing.  Finally in 2004, I dropped out in the 8th grade. Over time, I 

started working in a plastics plant. In that plant people were so unfair, but I 

couldn’t find another job because I didn’t have my high school diploma. I 

remember one time I had applied at a doctor’s office, but they wouldn’t hire 

me because I didn’t have a diploma. So I had to work for seven more years 

in the plant. At that time, I got married and a few months later we started a 

family. It was very hard taking care of my family and working at the 

plant.  For a while, I thought that the GED wasn’t for me and that my life 

was always going to be the same, but my desire to get my diploma was so 

strong. I would tell myself that I have to get out, but it was always the same thing.  For many years, I tried to 

go back to school, but I would come and go, come and go. I thought that I was never going to be able to get 

my GED diploma. There were times that I used to think that I would first raise my children, and then I 

would go back to school. However, as my daughter was growing, she would ask for my help with her school 

work. I wasn’t able to help her. I knew that I had to do something about it. During this time, I was working 

at the school cafeteria and attending adult education in De Queen, AR trying to get my diploma again, but I 

only went for 30 to 45 minutes at a time. When I was in school, all I had on my mind was what I was going 

to cook for my family when I got home. I would constantly think about having to do the laundry, having to 

take my father-in-law to his appointments,  and the million other things that I needed to do. I couldn’t 

concentrate, so by the time I left school I had already forgotten what I learned.  In 2013, my father-in-law 

passed away. And after that I told my husband, “If I’m going to get my GED, I need to stop working and go 

to school full-time.” My husband said, “Okay, if you want to, you can, but you have to commit yourself to 

getting your GED.” So I quit my job. I thought it was going to be easy. My husband told me to try and get it 

in a year, and I thought I was going to be able to do it. Those were our plans, but God’s plans were 

different.  I attended school for two months, and then I wanted to quit. I was working on math. I would cry 

and say that I will never be able to get my GED. I saw it as something impossible for me. Many times I 

wanted to quit and always had thoughts of defeat, but I give thanks to God because he never left me alone. 

God is the one who has helped me to keep on going forward. How? When I wanted to give up, I would 

remember his promises that he had for my life and would say LORD help me, and he did by putting great 

people in my life to help me. Some wonderful teachers helped me a lot, and I mean a lot!  They encouraged 

me when I needed it and believed in me, and that made me hold on to my dream. That’s why today I can 

tell you, YES YOU CAN!!! Fight for your dreams. They would always tell me that if I wanted to obtain 

something then I would have to fight or work for it. Everything has a price, but in the end it was going to be 

worth it. That’s what I did, and today I can say that it cost me struggles, tears, and disappointment, but in 

the end it was all worth it. I now have my GED® diploma. If I can do it, you can to.  Now, I am continuing in 

Adult Education and studying medical terminology on Aztec. My goal is to enter the next Certified Nursing 

Assistant (CNA) class. I want to do that for a while, then go back to school to become an LPN.   

“I can tell you, YES YOU CAN!!! Fight for your dreams.” 



Accelerating Opportunity is a 

program that allows Adult 

Education students working 

toward their AR High School 

Diploma to enroll in college 

classes to earn college credit. 

Programs offered include 

welding and office technology. 

If you or someone you know,  

might be interested, call 

Jennifer Black at 870-584-1135 

for more information. She 

would be happy to get you 

started on one of these 

excellent career opportunities.  

 

Retrieved from GED.com 

Adult Education students 

who have set up a MyGED® 

account have an added 

resource on the site. Students 

can now complete a career 

assessment to narrow down 

their career interests. Once 

that is completed, students 

can search colleges and 

careers. There are many 

videos on career options to 

gain insight from others who 

are working in the field. 

Students can see job outlooks 

and salaries for careers. It’s a 

very informative resource. 

On May 11, 2016, we held our Adult Education Advisory Meeting on the 

UAC Howard County Campus. We had a wonderful turnout with several 

agencies in the region come to talk about their services. Agencies in 

attendance included:  Arkansas Rehab; Department of Workforce Services: 

WIOA, TANF, Youth Program; Arkansas Career Development Center; 

Career Pathways Initiative; Department of Human Services SNAP 

program; Experience Works; Juvenile Probation; Job Corps; Arkansas 

Human Development Corporation and NPS Alternative Learning. We are 

very appreciative of the participation and to learn about all the services 

that our students may qualify. 

A College and Career Resource 

Adult Education Advisory Meeting 



UA Cossatot is in compliance with EEO/AA/ADA in student and employment programs and     

activities. Call 800-584-4471 or AR Relay at 800-285-1121 @ 711. 

 Paid for with funds from the department of career education, adult education division.  

Summer Hours 
DE QUEEN:  Monday-Thursday  7:30 AM - 5 PM 

                           Friday           7:30 AM - 11:30 PM 
 

NASHVILLE:  Tuesday &Thursday  10 AM - 6 PM  


